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A Titanic chronology

CONCEPTION

At the beginning of th&wentieth Centurybefore commercial air travel, great liners were
the only means of crossing the ocegme transatlantic route was well-traveled by all classes
of society for various reasons, including business, pleasure and emigration to the United
States. Competition among the various shipping lines was fierce, each hoping to claim the
lion’s share of transatlantic business. European shipyards hummed with,dmtilding
faster and lager passenger ships.

e Summer 1907—- White Star Line chairman J. Bruce Ismay meets in London with
Lord William James Pirrie, chairman of shipbuilder Harland and Wolff, Ltd. Their
plans for three “superliners” — larger and more elegant than any to date — begin to
take form. They choose the nanm@f/mpic and Titanic for the first two vessels.

« July 1907—-To accommodate the huge size of thé3lythpicclass” ships, Harland and
Wolff combine three existing slips into two, beneath a 220-footAighl gantry crane.

« July 31, 1907—- The White Star Line officially contracts with Harland and Wolff
for the building ofOlympicand Titanic, with the third sister ship, possibly to be named
Gigantic to follow.

CONSTRUCTION AND LAUNCH

» Decemberl6, 1908-The keel folOlympig yard number 400, is laid at the Harland and
Wolff shipyard in Belfast, Ireland.

» March 31, 1909- The keel forTitanic, yard number 401, is laid.

* May 31, 191 — At 12:13 p.m., more than 100,000 people witness the launch of the
world’s lagest, man-made moveable object. She reaches a speed of 12 knots before six
anchor chais and two piles of drag chains, each weighing 80 tons, bring her to Ashalt.
wasWhite Stats practice, there is no christening.

Much work remains befor@tanic can enter service. She is towed to a fitting-out basin,
where her propelling machinebyoilers and interior fittings are installéd.this time, March
20, 1912 is set as the date T@anic's maiden voyage.

e February 1912— Nearing completion,
Titanic is moved to th&@hompson Graving
Dock, wherethe final steps of fitting out
are completed: three huge propellers are in-
stalled and a final coat of paint is applied
to the hull; the Marconi wireless is installed
and tested.

» September20, 191 — Titanic's sched-
uled maiden voyage is not meant to e
British naval cruiseHawkecollides with
Olympicat Southampton, ripping a hole in
her starboard side. She returns to the
Harland andWolff shipyard for repairs,
halting Titanic's completion and delaying

N » _ her maiden voyage untépril 10, 1912,
Titanic leaves the slipway during her launch SEATRIALS

g(r;nl;/lay 31, 191 (CharlesA. Haas collec- - Monday, April 1, 1912 — Before she
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can begin her maiden voyagétanic must pass the scrutiny

of sea trials, scheduled for 10 aAnstrong northwest wind
creates high swells and whitecaps that cause postponement of
the trials.

« TuesdayApril 2, 1912 —After a days delayTitanic’'ssea
trials take place. Board dfade surveyor Francis Carruthers
indicates his approval by signing a “passenger certification”
and theWhite Sar Line oficially takes possession @itanic.

In boiler room 6, a small fire breaks out that will smolder until
extinguished by the crew @pril 13.
: Later that dayTitanic leaves Belfast, sailing toward
V -1 Southampton, where she will begin her transatlantic service.
: ; SOUTHAMPT ON

« Thursday, April 4, 1912, soon aftemidnight — Titanic
arrives in the Rivefest Channel at Southampton, having trav-
eled 570 miles from Belfashssisted by the Red Funnel Line
tugsAjax, Hector, Vulcan NeptuneandHercules she is turned and docks at Berth 44.

* Friday, April 5, 1912 —Titanic is fully dressed in flags and pennants.

« Saturday, April 6, 1912 — After a lengthy coal strike that had caused much unemploy-
ment for shipstrews based in Southampton, recruitment dayifanic begins in earnest at
union hallsThe crew begins loading coal and generajjaatarts to arrive.

Workers scramble to complete last-minute, finishing touch&ianic.

 Sunday, April 7, 1912 — It is Easter Sunday

» Monday, April 8, 1912 — With fewer than three days until departure, food items are
loaded: 75,000 pounds of meat,d00 pounds of fish, 1,750 quarts of ice cream and 40
tons of potatoes are among the provisions brought into the huge refrigerated storerooms.

» TuesdayApril 9, 1912 — Board offrade surveyor Captain Maurice Clark completes
his final inspection. Captain Edward J. Smith, accompanied by secboer @@harles
Lightoller and shipyard representatiVeRomasAndrews, performs his own inspection.

* WednesdayApril 10, 1912, morning— Captain Smith board#tanic. Some time after
breakfast, J. Bruce Ismay boards and tours the &kamic’s crew boards.

Boat trains arrive carrying many @tanic’s passen-
gers, who begin to board the sHipanic’spilot, Captain Gege
Bowyer, boards.

DEPARTURE: ON TO CHERBOURG AND
QUEENSTOWN

» WednesdayApril 10, 1912, 11:45 a.m.— Titanic's huge
whistles, the lagest made to date, signal departure.

12:05 p.m. —As Titanic's mooring ropes are cleare
tug boats begin towing her from the do€led up at Berth 38
are the linerdNew Yrk and Oceanic Water displaced b
Titanic'shuge bulk creates a swell, in turn caudieyv Yrk’s
mooring ropes to snap and she begins swinging tovitanmic.
The tugVulcan pulls New Ybrk away fromTitanic, narrowly White $ar Line chairman J.
avoiding a collisionAfter a little over an hous delayTitanic Bruce Ismay (Private col-
steams from the harbor and begins her maiden voy&gpion)

1
¥

Captain Edwad J. Smith
(Private collection)
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5:30 p.m.— With lights
blazing, Titanic arrives at Cher
bourg, France, some 89 miles
southeast of Southampton. Pas-
sengers are ferried to the lifger
side via the twdVhite Sar Line
tendersNomadicandTraffic.

8:30 p.m. - Titanic’s an-
chors are raised and she departs
for Queenstown (now Cobh), Ire-
land, 386 miles distant.

il 2 i * Thursday, April 11, 1912,
The White @r Line tenderdlomadic(left) andTraffic  early morning — Thomas

broughtTitanic’s passengers out to the slsigide, be- Andrews, accompanied by the
yond the beakwater of CherbogrHarbor Today No-  chief ofiicer, performs an inspec-
madicis the lastemaining former Whitet& Line ship, tion of the watertight doors.
and is undegoing massiveastoration in Belfast. (Pri- 11:30 a.m~Unable to dock
vate collection) because of her sizdjtanic an-
chors two miles dfthe coast upon
her arrival at Queenstown, Ireland. Passengers and mail are delivaitahiovia the
tendersAmericaandireland
1:30 p.m.— Titanic departs for Nework.
Dusk — Passing the Old Head of Kinsaléanic heads out into the open sea, the
last sight of land fading in the distance.
AT SEA
* Friday, April 12, 1912, early morning— Captain Smith performs his daily inspection
of the ship, as required hyhite Sar Line rules.
11:00 a.m.—Titanic receives a report of ice from the eastbokntpbress of Brit-

ain.

Noon- Running at an average of 21 knditanic |

has covered abouat 464miles since leaving Queenstown.|
8:00 p.m — Titanic receives a congratulatory wire

less message froilra Touraing which also warns of an ic€
field and two lage icebegs directly ahead ofitanic’scourse.
Late evening— After a relatively uneventful da

aboard ship, the Marconi wireless breaks down. Opera
Harold Bride and John (Jack) Phillips spend several hours
ing and repairing the problem.
* Saturday, April 13, 1912, 10:30 a.m— During Captain
Smith’s daily inspection, he is informed by chief engineer
seph Bell that the fire in the coal bunker in boiler room 6
been extinguished.
11:20 a.m.—Titanic overhears an ice warning fro

theHellig Olavto the U.S. Hydrographic fide. Wireless operator Jack
Noon - Titanic has covered 519 miles in the last Zhillips lost his life in the
hours. sinking.
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10:30 p.m.—Via Morse
lamp, the eastbound
RappahannochlertsTitanic that
it has “just passed through heav
ice field.”

 Sunday, April 14, 1912 —
11:20 a.m. Titanic relays a wire-
less message from the Germa
liner Amerika to the U.S. Hydro-
graphic Ofice, warning of ice-

— == . =

b i

b th offitanic’s path At Queenstown, the tend&mericaandlirelandferry
€igs south offitanic's patn. passengers toTitanic. (Courtesy of www

. 11:40 a.m.— Titanic re- maritimequest.com)
ceives an ice warning relayed by

the eastboundoordamfrom the eastboun@aronia.

Noon —Titanic has traveled 546 miles in the last 24 hours.

1:42 p.m — In a message relayed by the eastbd&adtic, the westbound Greek
steameAthinai warnds of ice ahead. Captain Smith gives the message to J. Bruce Ismay
who shows it to several friends. It is not until 7:10 p.m. that Captain Smith requests its
return.

5:50 p.m — Captain Smith alters course to a more southerly heading of S86° true
in an attempt to avoid the ice ahead.

7:00 p.m.— Passengers and crew notice that the temperature is dropping rapidly
and is now a chilly 43°F (6°C).

7:15 p.m — Captain Smith finally posBaltic’s earlier ice warning on the bridge.

7:30 p.m.—The air temperature has dropped to 39°F (3.8Fi@nic overhears an
ice warning sent by th@alifornianto its fleetmaté\ntillian.

9:00 p.m.—The temperature has dropped another 6°F to 33°F (0.5°C).

9:20 p.m.— Captain Smith retires to his cabin. Secoffiderf Lightoller tells look-
outs Frederick Fleet and Reginald Lee to “keep a sharp lookout for ice,” particularly small
ice and growlers, until daylight, dg&anic continues on course at about 22 knots.

9:40 p.m.—Titanic receives a warning of heavy pack icegéaicebegs and field
ice from theMesabalnundated with passengepgrsonal messages, wireledtefs Phillips
and Bride set the warning aside.

10:00 p.m.— Titanic is continuing at about 22 knots when firstiadr William
Murdoch relieves secondfifer Lightoller. Twenty-four of her 29 boilers are feeding steam
to the engines.

10:55 p.m.— Titanic's wireless operators begin to receive a message@alifor-
nian, stating that she is stopped in ice about 20 miles noritaofic. Frustrated by this
interruption, wireless @iter Phillips tellsCalifornian, “Keep out! Shut upYou’re jamming
my signal! I'm working Cape Race.”

11:30 p.m.— Just half an hour before they are to be relieved of hatiouts Fleet
and Lee see a slight haze ahead.

DISASTER STRIKES

11:40 p.m.—Titanic has traveled almost 260 miles since noon.

On the horizon, Fleet sees a dark mass and knows instinctively that ag iseber
directly in Titanic's path. He gives the warning bell three sharp rings and telephones the
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bridge, reporting, “lceber right
ahead!” Oficer Murdoch orders,
“Hard-a-starboard” and telegraphs
the engine room, 18p,” followed
by, “Full astern.”

Titanic's fate is sealed.
She slowly begins to turn to port
but 37 secorsl later strikes the |
icebeg on her starboard sid@-
tanic bumps along a subngad

spur of the icebgrand the first six . . . .
compartments are compromise&t was said thated paint was visible on this icelger

by several small holes and_pl)_hotographed the day after and in the vicinity of

sheared-dfivet heads. Sea water itanic's sinking. (Private collection)
rushes into the ship.

Trying to avoid further damage by cornering around the icgldest oficer
Murdoch orders, “Hard-a-port,” and closes the watertight doors.

A few moments laterCaptain Smith returns to the bridge. He ordeiemas
Andrews, chief dfcer HenryWilde and fourth dfcer Joseph Boxhall to go below and
inspect the damage.

11:55 p.m.—ThomasAndrews returns and gives Captain Smith the n@uesnic
can float with four compartments filled with watbut not five; the ship will founder in “an
hour and a half. Possibly two. Not much longer

Midnight — Captain Smith takéstanic’s position to the wireless room and orders
Phillips and Bride to sentitanic’s first distress call: “C.Q.D.”

» Monday, April 15, 1912, 12:05 a.m. -Captain Smith orders the lifeboats uncovered
and lifejackets distributed\ few moments lateCarpathiaresponds tditanic’s distress
calls. She is 58 miles southeastbénic’s transmitted position, about four hours away

12:15 a.m.~ Hoping to calm the passengers and avoid p@fattace Hartley and
the orchestra begin playing ragtime music in the first-class lounge on the promenade deck.

12:25 a.m~— Captain Smith orders the crew to begin filling the lifeboats, following
the time-honored tradition of women and children fif$te boats are filled forward first,
then moving aft, with secondfifer Lightoller on the starboard and firsfioér Murdoch on
the port side.

12:45 a.m.— The first lifeboat to be launched, number 7, is lowered from the
starboard sidélthough having a capacity of 65, it holds only 27 peofi¢he direction of
fourth ofiicer Boxhall, quartermaster Geyr Rowe fires the first distress rockdtogether
eight rockets are fired at approximately five-minute intervals.

In the wireless room, Phillips and Bride send the “new distress signal,” S.O.S.

About this time, fourth dicer Boxhall sights a vessel about five or six miles dis-
tant, but attempts to reach her with Morse lamps prove useless as she turns and slowly
vanishes.

Officers continue to load and lower lifeboats, some with as few as a dozen people.

1:15 a.m.— Captain Smith attempts to recall the lifeboats not filled to capacity to
load more passengers, but none retlitanic is sinking fast by the bow and a list to port
becomes evident.
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1:20 a.m.— It is later reported that, about this tiffepmasAndrews is seen in the
first-class smoking room, staring at the painting above the fireplace by Nwvitkamson,
“Plymouth Harbor'Lifeboats continue to be launched.

1:35 a.m.—Titanic’sdistress calls take on an air of desperation with the message,
“We are sinking fastWomen and children in boats. Cannot last much lohger

The crew continues lowering lifeboats.

2:00 a.m.—The bow railings are now under wat€aptain Smith is reported being
seen on the flooding bridg&he band begins its last selection, which many recall being
“Nearer My God,To Thee.”

2:05 a.m.—The last lifeboat to hold passengers and cfesllapsible D, is low-
ered from the port side. Collapsiblkesind B are freed from their tie-downs, but the rising
water sweeps themfahe deck.

Captain Smith once again goes to the wireless room and releases Phillips and Bride
from their duties. On his return to the bridge, he is heard to tell the“tt'esevery man for
himself.”

Titanic's stern has begun to rise out of the walée last lifeboat is gone. More
than 1,500 people are still abodithnic.

2:10 a.m.—Those in the safety of the lifeboats watchT&anic’s propellers rise
completely out of the watek loud roar can be heard as objects break loose aboard the ship
and crash toward the subrged bow

2:17 a.m.—Though released from dutwireless operator Phillips remains in the
wireless room and continues trying to send distress calls.

Titanic's forward funnels lines break and it crashes into the watershing sev-
eral swimmers.

2:18 a.m.—The ships lights go out, flash on once more, then darken for good.
Titanic's hull begins splitting from deck to keel between the second and third fufihels.
stern section falls back to the wattren rises again, seemitayright itself, as the bow
begins its descent.

2:20 a.m.—The stern fills with water and the lastTfanic sinks beneath the sea.
Those remaining aboard
plunge into the icy water

2:21 a.m.—The
partially submeged Col-
lapsibleA serves as a ref-
uge, as about 20 people
in the water climb aboard.
Another 30 climb atop the
overturned Collapsible B.

Those remaining
in the 28°F (-2°C) water
quickly succumb to shock
and the onset of hypoth-
ermia.

3 2:50 a.m.—The
In this painting by \lly Stower those in the lifeboats watcmight becomes eerily
Titanic’s stern rise skywak. (Souce unknown) guiet, as the sounds of
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those in the water fade to silence. Survivol =
in the lifeboats huddle togethesome row- [&
ing to keep warn3:00 a.m.— Officers and
crew begin to gather the boats together a
redistribute the survivors. Fifthfader Lowe |

lapsibleA before it is cast adrift with thregs==
dead bodies aboard. Other lifeboats resc
28 from overturned Collapsible B.

3:30 a.m.— Survivors in the life-
boats see rockets in the night SRgrpathia

will soon arrive. ) i
4:10 a.m—The first lifeboat. num- Lifeboat 14 (foeground), her sails down, tows

ber 3, pulls alongsid€arpathia For the Collapsible D towadls Carpathia.(National

next four hours and 20 minutes, one by onfarchives and RecdsAdministration)

the remaining lifeboats arrive @arpathia

8:50 a.m.—With Titanic’ssurvivors aboard;arpathialeaves for Nework. Cali-
fornian, having arrived at 8:30 a.m., is asked to remain to search for bodies.

About 9:00 a.m.— FromCarpathias wireless roomyhite Star chairman J. Bruce
Ismay sends a message to\fieite Star Lines NewYork office: “Deeply regret advise you
Titanic sank this morning after collision with iceberesulting in serious loss of life. Full
particulars latet

*April 18, 1912, 9:00 p.m=~— Carpathiaarrives in Newrork with 705Titanic survivors.

She first dropdiitanic’s lifeboats of at White Stals
Pier 59, then proceeds to Pier 54, where her passengers
disembark.

- 2 - o - =

(Left) One ofTitanic’s lifeboats draws up alongside
Carpathia(Titanic International Society collection)

(Above) Docked at Pier 59 in Newrk, the lifeboats
are all that emain ofTitanicin 1912. (Ttanic Inter
national Society collection)

e8e



Titanic facts

Port of registry: Liverpool «Flag of registry: British ¢
Funnel: buff, black top «Company flag: red swallowtail
pennant with 5-pointed white star
Signal letters HV M P+ Wireless call lettersM GY
Seel hull, four funnels, 2 masts, triple screw
8 decks (orlop deck outside machinery space), 15 bulkheads
electric lights, refrigeration, submarine signal, wireless

Tonnages Gross — 46,329, Net — 21,831, Displacement — 60,000 tons
Dimensions Length — 882’ 9” overall; 852’ 5” between perpendiculars
Beam (width) — 92’ 6”
Depth — 59’ 6”

Height —Waterline to boat deck, 66”
— Keel to top of funnel, 175’
Engines Triple expansion, 8 cyl.; (2) 54", (2) 84", (4) 97" (x 75" stroke)
One low pressure turbine
Horsepower — 46,000 total
— reciprocating engines, i.h.p. — 30,000
— turbine engine’shaft horsepower — 16,000
Accommodation  First class — 735 }
Second class — 674 }
Third class — 1,026 } _
Crew — 860 ) TOTAL - 3,295

Cost (in 1912) £1,500,000 ($7,500,000; about $216,000,000 today)

Suggested websites

www.encyclopedia-titanica.org texts of theAmerican and British inquiries,
— Probably the most utilized website for  fully searchable.

Titanic researchers. www.titanicstory.com
www.titanic-titanic.com The Unsinkable RM&itanic —A good,

—A fine website with lots of research helpful general information website.
information. www.maritimequest.com

http://fatherbr owne.com — A first-rate ocean liner photographic site
— Photographs dfitanic taken by Rev with many rare pictures.

Father Frank Browne. http://home.flash.net/~rfm/index.html
www.revdma2.com The Weck of the RMSitanic —A wonder
Journeys in ime—A moving tribute to ful site for modelers with details of the ship
Titanic, her passengers and others, with  as she lies on the ocean floor

lots of general information. www.keyflux.com/titanic/links.htm
www.rmstitanic.net Jim's Titanic Site— Lots of links tdTitanic
RMS Ttanic, Inc.— The website of websites, grouped by subject matter
Titanic's salvorin-possession; includes www.titanicinbelfast.com

exhibit dates and information. Titanic, Built in Belfast-A very good site
http://titanicinquir y.org dedicated tditanic’s history and, specifi-

TheTitanic Inquiry Project—The complete cally, its Belfast roots.
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Suggested eading

« Titanic: Triumph and Tragedy Eaton, John.Rand Haas, Charlés — Critically acclaimed and
considered by many to be the definitilieanic work; extensively illustrated, in-depth coverage for
the Titanic buff with details not available elsewhere.
« Titanic: Destination DisasterEaton, John.Rand Haas, Charlés — Designed for thditanic
novice; examines many associated myths.
e Titanic: A Journey Through Tme. Eaton, John .Pand Haas, Charles. — A highly detailed
chronology with many previously unpublished photos.
¢ The Sory of Titanic as Bld by is SurvivorsWinocour, Jack (editor) An indispensable source
of primary information. Its contents include reprints of the complete texts of Lawrence BEEstey’
Loss of the S.Sit@nic andArchibald Gracies The Tuth About the ifanic, as well as stories by
Commander C.H. Lightoller and Harold Bridéhis is amustbook for any researcher or reader on the
subject.
¢ Down with the Old CanoeA Cultural History of the Titanic DisasterBiel, Seven—A compre-
hensive social view of the disastiés background and consequences.
« The Titanic Disaster Hearings: The Gitial Transcripts of the 1912 Senate Investigation.
Kuntz, Tom (editor) -An excellent compilation of major witness¢estimonies taken at the U.S.
Senate hearings conducted by Sendtiliam Alden Smith immediately after the disaster
< RMS Titanic, 75 years of LegendHutchings, David F—A clear and concise historyell-
illustrated.
¢ ANight to RememberLord, Walter —The book that truly “started it all.” It must be read by all
who love — or even like Ftanic. Through this book, the reader gains the initial insights, the basic
philosophy of what is so fascinating abditanic and the myriad details that attend its history
¢ The Night Lives OnLord, Walter —The author re-examines and expands upon key points of
Titanic's story
«  Women and Children FirstGeller Judith B. Well-illustrated, well-researched accounts of this
important, though often-overlooked aspect of the disaster
¢ The Discovery of the ifanic. Ballard, Dr Robert — DrBallards personal account of the discov-
ery of Titanic’'s wreck.
« Titanic: An lllustrated History. Lynch, Don and Marschall, Ken — Excellent paintings, as well as
many photographs of related historical material.
« Titanic: Legacy of theNorld’'s Greatest Ocean Linek\Vels, Susan — One of the few available
sources for illustrations of artifacts from the wreck site.
¢ The Titanic in Pictures Mills, Simon — Not, as one might suspect, an illustrated history of the
ship, but an excellent history of the disaster as depicted on films and tape from 1912 to 1924.
«  The Birth of the Titanic. McCaughan, Michael — Belfast, Harland andlff, Titanic: Archival
photographs, authoritative text. Look for this one!
« Titanic Wices: Memories from a Fateful&age Hyslop, Donald, Forsyti#lastair and Jemina,
Sheila — Scores of first-person accounts by passengers and crew form the basis for this book.
¢ The Titanic Disaster as Reported in the British National Pre&pril-July 1912 Bryceson,
Dave — Reproductions of photographs and stories from British newspapers. Useful for research.
¢ The Last Days of ifanic. O'Donnell, E.E., SJ ¥he well-known photographs of the R&ather
Frank Browne, SJ.

For hard-to-find and out-of-print books, try wwalkebooks.com or http://wwiitanicbooksite.com.

Titanic International Society gladly assistesseachers with their questions. Because of the vpl-
ume of inquiries weeceive, may we pleasequest that you visit your community or school lilgrar
the Internet befa contacting us foraseach assistance.

The above list covers generitanic information. If you need information about a specific top|c,
please feel e to contact us for assistance. Please be smrsend us your e-mail adds, or a
stamped, self-addssed envelope with your inquir
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Membership Application

(PLEASE PRINT)

Full name

Mailing address

City/Town tat®/Prov

ZIP/Postcode Country

Occupation

Date of birth

Phone number (with area code)

E-mail address

May we share your name and address with otl@imembers from your area?
O yes 0O no

Where did you learn about tAdtanic International Society?
O TIS member O Lecture O Book
O Newspaper o Tv O  Internet
O Other

DUES (Payment must be made in U.S. dollars via checks drawn on a U.S.
bank or international money orders)

U.S. members Canadian and
$45 per yearor overseas members

$85 for 2 years $50 per yearor

$95 for 2 years

* TWO WAYSTO JOIN -
Titanic (1) Complete this form and mail it along with

* your check payable tbitanic International
Societyto:
International Titanic International Society Membership
P.O. Box 7007

Freehold, NJ 07728-7007 USA
Please allow 4 - 5 weeks for mail processing.
-er
(2) Visit our website at wwuitanicinternationalsocietgrg and join using your

PayPal account.
Welcome aboard’
e1l e
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Titanic waits in diy dock at the Harland and &Uf shipyad (Couttesy of
wwwmaritimequest.com)



